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CHALLENGES

Digital Social Innovation

Although youth widely use the Internet and social media in 
OPT, their digital rights and spaces are jeopardized and are 
becoming less inclusive and safe. 

This is manifested in the increase of cybercrime rates evi-
denced in a study published in 2018 which reported that one 
out of every three Palestinian women were subjected to vio-
lence on social media. 

The lack of awareness and capacity of youth on safe access 
and use of the Internet coupled with the legal environment 
that violates their digital rights and their right to freedom of 
expression necessitates immediate action to ensure inclusive 
digital spaces for young Palestinian men and women.

The project adopted a capacity-building methodology to in-
crease youth skills on digital security and cybercrime preven-
tion:

1)It facilitated opportunities for collective advocacy efforts for 
youth and partners to exercise their agency and leadership to 
call for inclusive digital spaces.

2)It used four digital platforms: 
You Know, that connected right holders with decision ma-
kers to advocate for accountability
Social Media BUS, a platform for social media activists to pu-
blish their blogs and link it to a data hub; 
Mapping Her, a platform that aimed to map women’s rights 
Hona, a platform that motivated youth to safely share their 
stories through digital story telling. 
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WEHUBIT EFFECT

Hum. Rights-Based Approach
The project targets 
rights holders (youth 
groups) to support their 
capacities in claiming 
digital spaces that are 
inclusive and free from 
violence.

Scaling-up of digital solutions
Adopted digital 
solutions in 
development, by 
utilizing platforms 
(Hona, You Know, 
Mapping Her), and 
upgrading them 
informed by youth  
needs and the project 
objectives.

Private Sector Collaboration
Collaboration between 
civil society and 
the private sector is 
forged to highlight 
the important role 
the private sector can 
play in fostering digital 
security. results of the 
studies.

Results achieved

LESSONS LEARNED
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What worked well:
Mobilizing youth groups is a powerful methodology which 
gives them the energy to create positive social change.  
Participatory approaches optimize youth engagement in 
the design and implementation of the activities including 
fostering youth ownership and priorities.

To be improved: 
There is a continued need to formalise collaboration with 
relevant government minsitries and/or agencies to ensure 
their commitment to and engagement in fighting online 
gender based violence and cyber-crime, , based on demands 
expressed by youth. 

The project has pursued the following goals:

1)Strengthen the capacities on the knowledge and awareness 
of 110 youth on ICT, digital security and prevention of online 
GBV.
 
2)Influence duty bearers to promote digital rights, through 
campaigns that call for increased online protection in 
collaboration with the private sector (incl. awareness raising 
campaigns on the youth rights to freedom of expression).

3)Offer counselling and referral services to cybercrime 
survivors.

54,895  people  engage in  
dialogue  about  cyber  violence  
and GBV across different online 

platforms

1,115311 community members 
reached by the project’s 
advocacy interventions

http://wehubit.be
http://enabel.be

